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engorged, the lips from a healthy red became a deep
blue-black. The spasmodic struggles of the body
and the irregular action of the heart confirmed the
processes of the disease. I watched the case narrowly,
so as net to prolong the condition, and be ready to
entirely de-mesmerise the sensitive and relieve him of
all unpleasant results.* The committee iwere more
than satisfied. Mesmerism caine triumphant out of
the ordeal; and what at first appeared a defeat, a
hopeless disaster, was changed into a victory.
During the remainder of my stay in Edinburgh—
namely, three weeks, I met with every courtesy from
the medical profession and from the students. I had
no further trouble—in fact, large number turned out
every evening to learn as *weE as to be entertained.
In bringing this chapter to a close, I have reason
to believe that the public idea of the use and abuses
of Mesmerism is an extravagant one. The claims m
its favour are as often imaginative as those which call
for its denunciation.
The following extract from the Glasgow News is
a fair example:—"Lecturing in Glasgow recently,
Professor M'Kendrick admitted the existence of a
mesmeric—or, to employ the more fashionable term,
hypnotic—power, and pointed out that it might be
legitimately and usefully employed by medical men;
but he strongly objected to the public exhibitions of
professional mesmerists, as calculated to lead to the
infliction, in some instances, of serious and permanent
injury upon the 'subjects' experimented .with. A
case in point is reported from the south of England,,
where a young lady of large property' is said to have
lost her reason through the influence brought to bear
upon her by an itinerant French 'hypnotist.' After
having been mesmerised by this man, 'she did not
seem to regain her full senses, but raved all night,
^Unpleasant as this experiment appears to be it is not
without its modicum of good—viz., the same methods adop-
ted to stay its progress will arrest and finally cure cata*
leptic fits, etc.

